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COUNCIL in the MOON. 


RAVELLING is become an eſſential part 

of a Gentleman's Education. Being very 
ſenſible of it's Advantages, I ſome Time ago 
formed a Defign of making the Grand Tour; 
but upon reflecting how often that Scheme oo 
been taken, and that I was pretty well read in 
the Obſervations Travellers have given us on the 
Curioſities to be met with in it, I determined to 
alter my Rout, and, boldly purſuing an unbeaten 
Track, to make a Viſit to the Regions of the 
Moon. Accordingly I ſet out, and arrived there 
in great Safety, . I ſee the Mouths of all the 
World are open upon me, to know, by what Sort 
B ol 
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olf Machine, or Vehicle, I tranſported myſelt 
thither. Hold a little, Gentlemen! That's a 
Secret not to be diſcovered, till an handſome Re- 
ward is offered by the Government. But fo far 
III ſatisfy you, that I was neither conveyed by a 
Breomſtick, a Pair of Wings, a Berlin, a Poſt- 
Coach, or any other Flying Machine. 


The Lunatics (for ſo the People are called) 
bear the moſt exact Reſemblance to the Inhabit- 
ants of the Earth, in their Perſons, Cuſtoms, 
Manners, and Ways of Living. They, like our- 
ſelves, blindly purſue Shadows for Subſtances, 
oppoſe the plaineſt Dictates of Nature and Rea- 
ſon, and often philoſophize themſelves out of 
their Happineſs, while they mean to fix it upon 
the ſureſt Foundations. Without Conſideration 
or Choice, and even without common Thought, 
they ardently eſpouſe one Opinion, rather than 
another. It is no uncommon Thing among 
Them to be led into the ſame Perſuaſion, by the 
Habit they wear, the Tribe or Company with 
which they are connected; by the Vocation in 
Life they happen to be engaged in, or by the 
Multitude, that, like a Torrent, carries Them, 
with irreſiſtible Force, into whatever Channel it 

pleaſes. 
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pleaſes, - They ſubmit to the Tyranny of Preju- 
dice or Cuſtom, as if Nature had given Them 
no Strength to make Reſiſtance. I hey deſert 
their own Judgment to purſue other Men's Fan- 
cies, and defend with Paſſion, what they have 
exabraced without Reaſon. 0 020 


8 hope Os to the Manes of a0 
or any of his Brethren, if I take the Liberty to 
aſſert that the Moon might, with as much Pro- 
priety, be called the Earth's Mirror or Looking 
Glaſs, as it's Satellite. For it is ſurprizing to ſee, 
with what Faithfulneſs and Precifion every Thing 
that is tranſacted upon Earth, is reflected in her. 
There ſeems to 2 2 an unaccountable Sympathy 
between the Inhabitants.of the two Planets; not 
unlike that between the Wheels and the living 
Creatures in Ezekiel's Viſion; which I will not 
pay my courreous Readers ſo ill a Compliment, 
as to ſuppoſe Them ane with. 


8 happeyed i m my Travels over the Moon, 
that 1 fell into a little Republic very remarkable 
for the Oddity of ſome of it's Laws and Cuſtoms. 
None of run Reuck me with greater * 


1 
and Surprize, than that every Member of this 
Community was forbad, upon Pain of N 
to eat * with his Bread. * ; 


This Laws bak been inviolably arena a 
the firſt Inſtitution of the Republic to this Day, 
except by thoſe, who preſide over the different 
Companies it is diſtributed into. Theſe Gentle- 
men, by the Aſſiſtance of Interpretation, have 
found Means to diſpenſe with it. Interpretation 
is a Kind of racking Engine, bequeathed to ſome 
of the Companies by their Founders, to which 
a poor Word that ſtands indicted of oppoſing 


Pleaſure or Convenience in certain Caſes, is 


dragged to be ſqueezed and tortured, till it is 
fright- 


+ Various have been the Conjectures of the 5 in the 
Moon, concerning the Origin of this and ſome other Laws 
equally unaccountable. But tbe Majority agree in deriving it 

from the Pythagoreans, a Sect that tranſmigrated to the Moon, 
a great Number of Years ago, This Opinion is ſuppoſed to be 
founded upon the following Paſſage in Diogenes Laertius: 
Havrèg di l arnxogrve uit ib ici, Hirt GHurougor vagò las 
TE emixeovos * XUGprtovs Ag. corn dt onen, K Prirgas K l 
iviore. Avr dt dhe, At: paorw. (ni Tives) & xnpiwy 8 
De Pythag. It muſt be confeſſed that there are three Words i in 
this * that ſeem to favour the Opinion. And we ma 
ſafely ſay, that many a well-fronted Hypotheſis has bren built 


upon a weaker Foundation, and ſupported by it too, for à con- 
fderable Length of Time. 
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frightened” out of all it's Senſes, and made to ſay 
whatever the Inquiſitors pleaſe. During my 
Stay here, I had 4 Curioſity to examine a Book 
of Laws belonging to one of the Companies, 
and found the following Order written in Latin 
Caelebs fit M-g-ft-r, et Caelibes int $-c-i—Which 
is, being interpreted; Let the Governor be a 
temperate Man, and let the inferior Members of 
the Company eat no Cheeſe. I muſt confeſs, I 
think the Governors acted like wiſe Men, and ac- 
cording to the Order of Nature,. in endeavouring 
to get rid of ſo abſurd a Reſtriction; tho' it is 
apprehended ſuch a Step would have been taken 
with a better Grace under a certain Sanction, 
which, with little Shew of Reafon, could have 
been denied it. But this by. the. By. 


At the very Juncture of my being at this Re- 
public, a Genius aroſe, of a more enlarged Turn 
of Mind; than we-generally meet with among 
the Inhabitants of the Lunar Regions, who pro- 
poſed a Scheme of applying to the Legiſlature, 
for Permiſſion to aboliſh. the very Law I have 
been ſpeaking of. What impartial and diſin- 
tereſted Man would imagine ſuch a Propoſal could 


receive any Oppoſition ? But. there is a . 
+ OT 


3 
of little groveling Spirits to be found in every 
Place, who either being unable to comprehend 
the Meaning of any Thing that is great and gene- 
tous, or ſtung with Envy of that Luſtre a patriotic 
Character ever diſplays, or from ſome other 
Reaſons equally reproachable, are ready, upon 


all Occaſions that offer, to contribute their Mite 
NXof Oppoſition. So it was here. Nevertheleſs 


the Scheme had many Advocates, and ſuch too, 
as reflected no ſmall Credit upon it. It became 


the common Topic of Converſation throughout 


the whole Republic; and there ſeemed to be a 


Contention among it's Enemies, who ſhoul 


make the abſurdeſt Suppoſitions and Conjectures, 


in order to bring it into Ridicule, At len 


however a Council was called by the chief 
Magiſtrate, in which thoſe Members of the Re- 
public, who had any Objections to the Scheme, 
were deſired, one by one, to deliver their Sen- 
timents in a ſet Speech; to avoid the Tumult 
and Diſorder of a Number of People 
promiſcuouſly. The Intereſt of a Friend pro- 
cured me a Corner in this illuſtrious Aſſembly; 
and as I minuted down all I heard there, and it 
may not be unentertaining to my Readers, I will 
impart it to Them. 


"Mk 
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It is uſual with moſt modern Orators, when 


they riſe up to addreſs a public Audience, be- 
_ they ſpeak, to make ſome preliminary Hems 
and Haws, to cough or ſpit, to ſtroak their 
Beards, or pull down their Shirt- ſleeves, to rub 
their Hands together, adjuſt their Wigs, or pull 
up their Breeches. As Orator ſtood up, 
whilſt he was making ſomg/ ſuch neceſſary Pre- 
lude; my Friend, who himſelf by me, 
informed me of his Name, and drew a ſhort 
Sketch of his Character. The firſt Perſon who 
made an Harangue upon this Occaſion, was, as I 
found by my Inſtructor, Mr. TIMOTHY PORE, 
a great Politician; a Man that faw through 
many Things beſide his Spectacles. When any 
Thing was mentioned in a myſterious Way, he 
always very gravely ſhook his Head, tho' there 
was Nothing in it. He had a marvellous Knack 
at ſmelling out a Secret, where there was none. 
Hecould = you, twelve Hours beforehand, when 
the Poſt would bring bad News, as perempto- 


Tily, as an old Woman's Corn foretels Rain. 
In ſhort, he was a very ſmoaky * and 
ſpoke to the following Purpoſe: 


« Gentlemen 
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« Gentlemen! I plainly foreſee the Ruin and 
Downfall of this our Conſtitution muſt be the 
immediate Conſequence of admitting the extra- 
ordinary Scheme lately propoſed. Doubtleſs 
the Projector of it is a Man of deep Deſign, 
and entertains no good Will toward our Com- 
munity, To let you into a Secret, Gentlemen! 
I queſtion whether he is not a + Jeſuit, or, at 
leaſt, whether he is not backed by ſome of that 
deſperate Order. But hold ; upon farther Con- 
ſideration, J am rather inclined to ſuſpect he is 
a Mahometan. A Member of the Church of Rome 
once endeavoured, in his Calvino-Turciſmus, to 
fix an Imputation of Mahometaniſm upon a great 
Reformer ; but I can, with much greater Shew 
of ' Reaſon, undertake to prove that our Re- 
former's Principles bear inconteſtible Marks of 
that impious Leaven, If we confider how great 
a Cheeſemonger Mahomet himſelf was, and how 
liberal in his Allowance of Cheeſe to hk Diſci- 
ples ; if we conſider too, that the chief Entertain- 
ment he promiſed them in his Paradiſe, was to 
conſiſt of various Sorts of Cheeſe, we may fairly 
enough 


+ The Reader will not wonder to hear the Orator talking of 
Jeſuit and Mahometan, and ſome other Things that ſeem ar firſt 
meer ſublunary Affairs, when he recollects the exact Correſpond- 
enee, I ſpoke of, between our Planet and the Moon. 


( 
enough conchide that our Reformer's Scheme 
proceeds upon the Mahometan Syſtem.— 
Surely the imminent Danger that threatens us 
cannot too much alarm thoſe, who poſſeſs but 
the moſt common Degree of Penetration and 
Foreſight. For were the wicked Deſigns of this 
Projector to be encouraged, and his Propoſal to 
be embraced; it is unneceſſary to inform this 
ſagacious Body, that the. moſt certain Conſe- 


quence muſt be a total Infringement of all whol- 
ſome Laws and Diſcipline, | both religious and 


political, and an Introduction to univerſal Anar-- 
chy and Confuſion.” Here Mr. Por concluded, 
and ſat down with a Smile of great Complacency 
and Self- Satisfaction, fully convinced of the Juſt- 
neſs . of his Conjectures, „ and the irrefragable 
Strength of his Arguments. 


Next ſtood. up the 1 Mr. RICHARD | 
RUST. This Gentleman was of very ancient 
ſtanding in his Company. Being very old him- 
ſelf, he had contracted a wonderful Affection for 
every Thing that was ſo. It ſeems to be an uni- 
verſal Principle among Mankind, to love what 
"moſt reſembles themſelves. The Wig Mr. R usr 
had on, was, like himſelf, ſo old and ſo entirely 

D 1 
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** for Uſe, that it was impoſſible he ſhould 


. notprefer it to any other. This patient Grizzle, 


after having a few Winters maintained it's criſped 
Honours againſt all Inclemencies of Weather, 
and the Riots and Frolics of it's Maſter's younger 


Days, in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred 


and thirty, gave up it's laſt Curl; and Mr. Ros, 
in Conſideration of it's paſt Services, permitted 
his Band to curl, by Deputation, for it. He 
wore an old threadbare Suit of Cloaths, which, 
.we learn by Tradition, had been once black ; and 


_. conſtantly carried, in his Hand, an Ebony Walking 


Stick, _ in Days of Yore, had ſupported the 
aged Steps of his Great Grandmother. This he 
thrice knocked againſt the Floor to command 
Attention, and expreſſed himſelf as follows: 


« Gentlemen! I muſt tate. * 
that, in my Youth, my Mouth has, now and 


then, wickedly watered for a Piece of Cheeſe ; 


nor am J ignorant that ſome graceleſs b Aſperſions 
have been thrown upon my Character, inſinuat- 


ing, that I had more than once been caught nib- 
bling. But I am now arrived at an Ape, 


equally unobnoxious to thoſe liquoriſh Longings, 


and to any Imputations of uſing Means to gratify 
them 
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them. My Judgment is at length . and 
matured by a long Series of Reflection, and 1 
have learned that there is nothing more valuable 
or ſacred than the old Cuſtoms and Uſages of 
our Forefathers. The Sound only of the Word 
Innovation, is enough to give me a Fit of the 
Palſey. Eat Cheeſe with our Bread ?—Unheard- 
of Depravity | Tis enough to difturb the Repoſe 
of our venerable Anceftors, and make them 
- ſtart from their Graves. Was ſuch an impiou 

Innovation to be admitted, what evil Conſe- 
: quences might we not expect? What Abuſes of 
the moſt ancient Rites and eftabliſhed Ceremo- 
nies, is it not likely, would ſucceed ? I ſhould 
hardly be ſurprized to ſee the good old Cuſtom 
of eating Plumb-Porridge, on Chriſtmas-Day, 

aboliſhed : St. Michael and all Angels would 
ſcarcely be able to aſſert their Privilege of Gooſe 
and roaſt Pork: And I may live ts ſee the 
Day, when Shrove-Tide itſelf ſhall - paſs unhal- 

lowed by Apple-Pancakes. I well remember 
fome ſtrange Forebodings and Apprehenfions 


ſeized my Heart, when they * the poor 
Old Stile out of Doors. I then trembled leſt 
that reſtleſs Spirit of Innovation ſhould diffuſe 
ow And now to ſee the Dzmon actually 

working 
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working to undermine a wiſe Cuſtom that has 
obtained in our Community, ever ſince it's firſt 


59 


Foundation, is more than I can Here 
Grief and Vexation choaked the old Gentleman's 
Utterance, and obliged him to fat down before 
he had finiſhed his Harangue. 


An - Godin lms roſe, whom I obſerved to 
have been remarkably on the Fret, from the firſt 
Moment he entered the Aſſembly. Sometimes 
he looked wild and angry, would every now and 
then riſe from his Seat, then fit down again in 
much Agitation, and wipe his Face, which was 
bedewed with a cold Sweat. This, ſays my 
Friend at my Elbow, is Mr. LOFT, who is 
promoted to an important Office in one of our 
Companies. His Chriſtian Name is ſo much 
eclipſed by the Glare of his Titles and Dignities, 
that one can't ſee it: So you muſt excuſe 
not giving an Account of it. He isa very cho- 
leric Sort of a Man, and has, I am afraid, a 
ſmall Spice of Pride in his Conſtitution. He is 
now in high Fermentation, and you will ſee 
him, in a very ſhort Time, froth at the Mouth, 
like a Barrel of new Small-Beer, at the Cork- 
Hole. Scarce had my Inſtructor made his Ob- 


ſervation, 


„ 1 
ſeryation, but the Truth of it was proved, and this 
| Veſſel of Wrath ran over to the following Effect: 


Of all the Plans that ever were planned, the 
Schemes that ever were ſchemed, and. Propoſals 
that ever were propoſed, the Plan, Scheme, or Pro- 
poſal now under Cõnſideration, is the molt abſurd, 
ridiculous, and romantic. The Author of it is a 
Blockhead, and an Aſs, and deſerves to be expelled 
our Community. Were Permiſſion given that all 
Members of our Republic might eat Cheeſe with 
their Bread, People may pretend that many of 
them would not, or could not go to the Expence 
of it, or that others would. not taſte it, if it was 
" ſet before them; but maugre all ſuch idle, falſe, 
and frivolous Arguments, I could demonſtrate, 
were not my Aſſertion ſufficient, that every Indi- 
vidual, to a Man, would immediately embrace the 
Privilege. The Effect would be, that the Raſcals, 
being allowed Cheeſe, would ſpare their Children 
ſome of the Bread procured for themſelves by the 
Favour and Intereſt of the Governors of their ſe- 
veral Companies, and be encouraged to educate 
their + Brats to be impertinent and troubleſome to 
„ E Them, 

+ The Orator here ſeems to eſpouſe an idle Notion, ſome had 
coneeived, that the Emoluments the Members of the Republic 


now enjoy'd, but for themſelves, would, upon e Cheeſe- 
Scheme, generally become the Inheritanee of their Cluldren. 


/ 
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th. Them, and for ought I know, a Detriment to the 

| Kingdom in general. I am aware there are many 

People, who inſiſt upon it, that there is no Ground 
for theſe Suggeſtions; but give me Leave to ſay, 
that they are all Fools, and know Nothing about 

the Matter. —Diri. E 


The e -who ſpoke. nert, was Mr. 
- CHRISTOPHER .CRAB, a Man not deſtitute 
of Wit and Humour. . He was eſteemed a great 
Critic, becauſe there was Nothing he would not 
find Fault with. He was a Man of unlimited 
Conjecture; which often led him to.ſhew his. In- 
vention at .the Expence of his Judgment. He 
did not want Knowledge, eſpecially that of Man- 
kind, but he was not always happy in his Appli- 

cation of it. It was too common with him, to 
form general Concluſions and eſtabliſh Maxims 
upon Caſes meerly poſſible. He had ſome Flu- 


eney of Words, but more * than. Elegance. 
Hear him — 


8 Guben [Tam of Opinion, that under no 
: Reſtrictions whatſoever, ought this new Scheme 
to be admitted. I ſhall chiefly draw my Argu- 
ments from the Nature of Cheeſe in general, and 
tome particular Conſequences that are found to 


— 
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ariſe from eating it. In the firſt Place, then, 


Cheeſe is abſolutely prejudicial ta many Conftitu- 
tions : There are many 3 (likely enough to 
be met with among the more recluſe Lunatics) who 
bear ſuch an Autipath to Cheeſe, that they avoid 


being · in the ſame Room with it. Then Cheeſe, 
though confeſſedly efficacious in digeſting other 
Things, does not eaſily digeſt itſelf, and will often 
lie ſo lang at a Man's Stomach, + as to give him 
infinite Plague and Vexation. Beſides Cheeſe is 
generally too Hard, or too ſoft, too taugh, or too 
pliant, too fireng, or quite inſipid. Then there's 
your maggety Cheeſe, your rotten Cheeſe, your 
Cheeſe. that every Body has raſted, and your Slip- 
Coat Cheeſe. A very dangerous Sort of Cheeſe 
this laſt! for being apt to rum beyond it's pre- 
ſcribed Limits, it is often impoſſible for the Pro- 
prietor, tho he loves it ever 10 well, to ſecure it 
entirely to his own Uſe. In ſhort, Gentlemen! I 
cannot help concluding, from the Courſe of my 
Obſervations, that there is no ſuch Thing as a good 
Cheeſe in the World; 2 I think it 


would 


+ The Author, bil in the Council, forgot to enquire whe- 
ther Mr. CR AR was of any Order of Monks. It is plain, how- 
ever, that he adopts their Sentiments. An old Monk, perhaps 
one of this Gentleman's Family, exclaims thus: 


Caſeus eſt nequam, qui digerit omnia /e quam. 
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would argue the higheſt Degree of nafanity to apply 
to the Legiſlature, for removing an Obſtacle, 
e e eee | 


An ingenuous young Man, who ſat near Mr. 
CAA, fo highly reſented the Acrimony of his 
Speech, that he roſe up; and bowing to the Chief 
Magiſtrate, ſaid, © That tho he apprehended his 
' Deſign in calling the preſent Council, was rather 
to hear what ObſeRtions could be produced to the 
Scheme, than for any other Purpoſe, yet, as he 
was convinced Mr. Caan had gone very unwar- 
rantable Lengths in ſome of his Obſervations and 
Concluſions, he could not help aſking Permiſſion 
to offer a Remonſtrance or two.” Which being 
granted him, he deſired the Orator to recollect, 
4 That there was ſuch a Thing as Sage Cheeſe, 
and that being green Cheeſe (a Circumſtance that 
would prejudice many Men in it's Favour) and 
cConſequently of the fame Kind that forms the Ma- 

terials of which the Moon was made, he thought 
it very unworthy” a Mam in the Moon, to ſuppoſe 
that Species was not to be found in great Abun- 
dance.” He next obſerved, that zoa/ied Cheeſe 
was held in high Eſtimation by Men of the beſt 
| Taſte. And indeed when Cheeſe has paſſed un- 


hurt 
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kurt and unſullied through that fery Trial, it is 
impoſſible to ſay too much in it's Commenda- 
tion.” He added, that always having pro- 
feſſed himſelf a great Admirer of Cheeſe in 
general, he had paid ſo much Attention to that 
ufeful Commodity, that he. could with Confi- 
dence aſſert, that there was much more good 
Cheeſe, than bad, in the World: and con- 
cluded with faying,. © He could not help ſuſ- 
pecting, that Mr. Ca AB, in. Spite of all Re- 
ſtraints, might have made ſome Experiments in 
his Time 1 had proved unfortunate.” 


I think I have hitherto given no Intimation to 
my Readers, that this Republic was eſtabliſhed 
principally for the Cultivation of the Under- 
ſtanding. - But there are ſome People in it, who 
do not. cultivate:their Underſtandings, and others, 
who have no Underſtandings. to cultivate. Of 
this laſt Claſs was SIMON SHALLOW, who 
next ſeized the Ears of this reſpectable Audience 
with a Speech. $S1Mon never doubted the Truth 
of. any Story he had heard in his Life. He had 
no clear Ideas of any Thing in the World. He 
would ſwallow you half a Dozen Impoſſibilities 
in a Breath, without making a Face. He could 

5 — r 
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not FR ſaid to think, in any true Senſe of that 


Word, and ſeemed to have no Property in his 
own Ideas. He voided them juſt as he received 


| them, as Children do Cherry-Stones. He liſped 


in his Speech, and ſputtered like a roaſting 
Pippin. But with all theſe Diſadvantages, he 


was not proſeribed the Pale of Common-Senſe, 


according to the Definition ſome People give of 
it; for Simon had a good Deal to ſay for himſelf. 
What he faid upon this Occaſion, I will now lay 


before you. 


c Gentlemen | I have been told that there is 
Nothing in Nature more pernicious than Cheeſe. 
And I can produce ſuch Inſtances of it's ill 
Effects, as will leave no Reaſon to doubt the 
Truth of this Aſſertion. I remember having 
heard from my Nurſe, who thought ſhe had 
heard it from my Grandmother, that Cheeſe 
would give a Man the Rheumatiſm and the 
Green Sickneſs: And a very ſenſible Country 
Apothecary, a Couſin of mine, ſays, that he can 
attribute a Sore Throat, or a Catarrh, to No- 
thing but Cheeſe. For my own Part I never 
ſee a Cheeſe, but it puts me in Mind of the 
* Yellow Jaundice, and King's Evil; 

and 
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and I am certain, were the new ear 
mitted, we ſhould all be afflicted with thoſe | 


Diſeaſes. Nay, ſuch a terrible Notion have 1 
of this baneful Commodity, that I ſhould not at 


all wonder to hear a Man had got a Leproſy, a 


wry Neck, or a Fit of the aca by. cating it. 
In ſhort, Gentlemen | if you prize the Health 
of your Minds or your Bodies; if you look upon 
- Pleurifies, Epilepſies, Hooping-Coughs, Dy- 
ſenteries, and Cynanthropzias, as ſerious Thin 
as Diſorders Ka your Trouble to avoid, let 
me, in the Names of Æſculapius and Dr. Rocx, 
conjure you to beware of Cheeſe.” 


The whole . ſtared to hear Mr. 841 
Low, talk at ſo ſtrange a Rate; and even the 
Partiſans of the Cauſe he undertook to defend, 
muſt have thought he meant to laugh at it, had 
he not put on the moſt ſerious and ſolemn 
Countenance that ever apologized for an 
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by © : pad whoſe Name my Friend 


had forgot, delivered his Sentiments upon the 
Subject under Conſideration. But before he had 
finiſhed 
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(22) 
finiſhed the third Period of an Harangue moft 
elaborately dull, my Attention was diverted by a 
very ſingular Circumſtance. A certain Ma- 

turaliſt, a Friend of mine, in my native Planet, 

meeting with a Bird of Paſſage, that was going 
to take up it's Winter-Quarters in the Moon, 
took an Opportunity to tie, round it's Neck, a 
little Billet addreſſed to myſelf. This winged 
Meſſenger directed it's Flight to me with great 
Sagacity ; and, upon examining the | Expreſs, ' 
found myſelf obliged, on Account of ſome 
Affairs of great Moment, to return immediately 
to my ſublunary Home; which prevented my 
knowing the Iſſue of che Council. As I took 
Leave of my Friend in the Corner, I could 
not help making the following Reflection upon 
what I had heard: Thar, when Men's Opinions 
are ſuggeſted, rather by ſome ruling Paſſion, 
peculiar Caft of Charafter, or Reaſons merely 
local, than by a candid, liberal and unbiaſſed 
E they are jufth liable to a Suf- 


piciom of being equally deſtitute of Truth and 
W | 


4s (23). 
AP. 670. & -Y. 

THE Author thinks proper to declare that 
no one of the Characters, in the preceding 
Pages, is deſigned for any particular Perſon, 
and that he knows no Individual, to whom any 
of them could, with Propriety, be applied. As 
the Grecian Painter, when he drew the Picture 
of Helen, for the Agrigentines, ſelected, from a 
Number of beautiful Women, thoſe Limbs and 
Features, that were moſt ſtriking and perfect, in 
each of them; ſo the Author, in drawing Pic- 
tures of another Caſt, has taken the Liberty to 
borrow of one Perſon, his blear Eye ; of an- 
other, his wry Mouth; of a third, red Hair; 
of a fourth, a large Wen; an Hunch-back of a 
fifth; and fo on, till his Pieces have, in a cer- 
tain Degree, reached his Ideas of the Beauty of 
Uglineſs. Now as no one of the Ladies, out of 
whoſe Charms Zeuxis compoſed his Helen, had 
any Right to call the Picture her own ; ſo no 
Individual whatſoeyer, upon ſeeing the Portraits 
of Mr. PORE, Mr. RUST, or any of the reſ- 
pectable Group, has any Right to challenge this, 
or that, as his Likeneſs. 
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